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MONTANA S~A'E L'r::^ARY

Gentlemen: 930 E Lydie Ave.

Helena, Montana 58601

You previously received a copy of the Environmental Impact

Statement (EIS) for Placid Lake State Recreation Area, FG - 29.

A public hearing was held on January 26, 1978, in Missoula

and written comments were accepted until February 8.

Excerpts from the public hearing, the written comments that

were received, and the responses to the comments are attached.

Please attach this document to the original EIS as an addendum.

Thank you.

Sincerely, .,

James A. Posewitz

Administrator

Ecological Services Division

JAP/sj/t
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ERRATA

Cover Sheet

The year 1978 should be included.

Table of Contents

The Fish section is found on page 10 instead of page 11.

Page 2

1. Salmon Lake is misspelled.

2. The scale should read 0, 5, 15, and 25, instead of 0, 5, 10, and 20.

3. We have been informed that secondary highway 209 has received an

upgraded designation as primary 209.

Page 3

The asterisk at the bottom of the page should refer to pages 13 to 15,

instead of 20 to 24.

Page 4

The campsites at Lake Alva and Lake Inez should be located at the upper

instead of the lower ends of the lakes.

Page 7

1. The last sentence under "g" should read, "No hookups at . . . .
"

2. Under "h" there should be a period instead of an ampersand at the end

of the sentence. The first letter of the next word should be capitalized.

Page 10

1. The last sentence under "7" should include both rainbow and kokanee.

Page 12

1. In the last sentence under "1" the word, "aboriginal" is misspelled.

2. The last paragraph of "4" imparts an incorrect impression. The
payroll for the wood products industry cannot be compared to the

total receipts for hotels, motels, etc. A more accurate comparison

is given on the next page.

Page 13

There are a total of approximately 85 cabin sites on the lake.

Page 15

The first sentence under "c" should read, ". . .most of them highway rest

areas and fishing access to streams."



ERRATA - continued Pag^ 2

Employment and Earnings in Selected Industries
Missoula County

1974

Total Average
Employees Earn! ngs Earn i ngs

Wood products and paper 2,900 $36,000,000 $]2,k]k

Tourist-oriented
bus iness

:

Eating and
drinking places



ERRATA - continued page

Page 17

"7" should state that both rainbow and kokanee are not self-sustaining.

Page 25

Richard E. Juday, professor emeritus, and Edward J. Keller, lecturer.

Department of Chemistry, University of Montana, Missoula, should have

been included under "B. "

Page 32

The wildlife list should have been credited to Reuel G. Janson, Region 2

wildlife manager. Department of Fish and Game, Missoula.



EXCERPTS FROM PUBLIC MEETING TRANSCRIPT

R. H. Robinson: At the northeast area j^ou have the problem ". . .from the standpoint

of safety - 14 automobiles backing out onto the [county] road."

Due to comments received and another visit to the site, the plans for this area

have been modified. See plan attached.

R. H. Robinson: "Would you elaborate. . .on how you intend to implement the day-use

end-of-the-day termination?"

R. Holliday: "All I can tell you is, we are going to do our very best at enforcing

that regulation. I would . . . not be truthful ... [if I said it was] going to be 100%

[effective]."

Barbara Bush: "What will the regulation be regarding campfires. . . ?"

R. Holliday: "...The regulation dealing with campfires says that campfires

may be built only in areas provided. ... As far as fuel is concerned, within

the exterior boundaries of these two sites, vegetation will be protected by

regulation. We are experimenting in other areas. . . [with] selling. . .firewood

at a nominal charge."

Garlington: ". . .what the charges are going to be for a night or for a week. ..."

R. Holliday: "... $10 [for a] seasonal use permit, ... or a $2 a night one-time

fee.

"

Garlington: ".. .many people will put their boat in at the south campground and

then come up to the north (day-usej ground. .
.

"

R. Holliday: ". . .that's o.k. as far as we're concerned."

R. H. Robinson: ".. .what happens.. . [with] groups. . .attempting to reserve. .. an

area. . . ?"

R. Holliday: ". . .we may make. . . [a] special effort if we have some requests. .

.

but at the outset it won't be a reserved area. ..."

L. A. Robinson: ". . .what would be the cost of both sites. . .who will pay the caretaker

. . .by what authority will he regulate. . . ?"

R. Holliday: ". . . $280,000. . .federal money. " The caretaker will be paid

". . .from our state parks appropriations. . . . The Fish and Game Commission,
by law, has the authority to make regulations, . . .for any sites under its control.

"
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EXCERPTS FROM PUBLIC MEETING TRANSCRIPT - continued p^e 2

Jim Rusk: [what] "... about the regulation for speed of the boats ?"

The Fish and Game Commission does have authority to adopt regulations

concerning boat speed in areas where public health, safety, or property is

endangered. The situation will be monitored and if a problem becomes

apparent, regulations may be adopted.

Barbara Rush (?): ". . .do you evaluate and have hearings. . . [iii] 4 or 5 years. . .
?"

R. Holliday: No, ".. .but. . .remember that we'll have a caretaker., .to hear

your problems. Then Mr. Greenwood lives here in Missoula., .we're available

in Helena. . .and if that doesn't work, then the Fish and Game Commission. .

.

has monthly meetings. . . [at which the public may present] their problems. . .

.

Mr. Land Lindbergh.. . [of] Greenough [is your commissioner for this area]."



MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
225 NORTH ROBERTS STREET (406) 449-2694 HELENA, MONTANA 59601

January 10, 1978

Mr. Ron Holiday, Administrator
Parks Division
Department of Fish and Gaitie

Helena, MT 59601

Dear Mr. Holiday:

I nave reviewed your draft Environmental Iitpact Statement on Placid Lake State
Racreation Area. Since no cultural resources were encountered diaring your
archaeological inventory, and I have provided you with cultural clearance.
I believe your draft sufficiently addresses our needs and provides adequately
for ti\e protection of unidentified buried deposits.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and conment on your draft.

Sincerely,

State Historic Preservation Officer

KK/prb



^10 Woodviorth Ave.
i'lissoiila, riorit«ria

January 23, 19 7R

RECEIVED

JAN 24 'i3T3

Mr. Ron Holliday, Adnini.strator
Park55 Division recreation & parks

,, . -r-, ,
DIVISION

inontana Fish and Game Bepartinent
Helena, Montana

Dear rir. Holliday:

I have reviewed the Draft finvironmenbal State-
ment and Development Plan for the Placid Lake
State Recreation area and wish to coTiinend you
for thoroDffhnes.s , conciseness and candidness.

It is ohviou.s th^t all adverse impacts
attributed to development will be and have been
more severe under existing ownership.

Champion International is to be commended
for their generosity and their foresight in
recognizing the need for development nnfl

regulation.

Thank you for the opportunity to review
this Draft Statement.

Si noerely

,

S)<:r^yCM-&^^-^'
Donald Aldrich

cc: Hugh Saokheim



MONTANA BUREAU OF MINES AND GEOLOGY
MONTANA COLLEGE OF MINERAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

BUTTE, MONTANA 59701

(406) 792-8321

RECEIVED

fl^rDr/f'ON K peoy

January 13, 1978

??:cE'—

DIV.Slolc
*^

Mr. Ron Holliday, Administrator

Parks Division

Montana Department of Fish and Game

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Mr. Holliday:

You and your group are to be commended for the thorough job you did on the

Placid Lake environmental statement. My only concern is with what I would regard as a some-

what extravagant presentation. I can imagine the cost of printing the report. Also, please

note on the map on p. 2, Salmon Lake is misspelled, and the bar scale indicates that the dis-

tance from to 10 miles is more than twice the distance from to 5 miles. The content,

however, looks complete, and as I said, your people deserve a compliment for their work.

G. McClernan

Economic Geologist

HGM:esh

THE BUREAU OF MINES AND GEOLOGY WAS ESTABLISHED BT LAW IN 1919 AS A OEPAtlMENT OF MONTANA COLLEGE OF MINERAL SCIENCE AND TECMNOLOGT, TO PROMOTE

EFFICIENT DEVELOPMENT OF MONTANA S MINERAL RESOURCES BY GATHERING AND PUB( I'^MING INFOnMATIOH ON TM£ GEOIOGT. TOPOGRAPH) AND MINfilAL DEPOSITS Ot IHt

STATE INCLUDING MtTALS NON MtlAIS tOAl II CAS AND tiNOI"i;<(Ol'Ml> *AltN SirPti



Bureau of Mines and Geology

1) The paper which was used in this report consisted of "leftovers" from other

printing jobs. No special paper was purchased. The actual printing was

accomplished in -house. The sketches which were included in the report were

actually produced for another purpose and were reused. The layout took 16

hours to accomplish.

2) See the Errata Sheet concerning the other comments.



H.W.Boyd
44 JT" Kdwartl
Missoula, ['Montana
January ?6, 197'-

Montana Fish and Ggme Dept„

Subject: expansion of the liacid Lake campgrounds

Dear Sirs:

As a summer resident at Placid Lake I am against further
development of the Placid Lake campgrounds.

These are some of my reasons:

Placid is a small lake. It is difficult now to
boat because of the congestion, partically at the
Owl Greek end of the TakeT" I have given up week-
end fishing because of the numoer of boats en the
lake. Water_skiing has become ver'/ hazardous at
our end of the lake, partically on days when the
campground is used. Swimming off tne end of our
dock is also very dangerous because the skiers have
to make such tight turns.

Because of the winds, skiing is good only in the
morning and evening, the same times that a person
would normalJ.y go fishing. At our narrow end of the
lake the wind comes up every day ( with very few
exceptions) about 1pm. and lasts until early evening.
This shortened period of calm water further complicate;
the present congestion. r''Iore camper? would really
expand the problem.

In addition to the hazards cauaed by over crowding
there is the problem of damage to local property '.nt

the environment.

Our cabiri is close to the Owl Creek campground avd
last sum.mer the noise was terrible, cars an'd motor-
cycles were racing up and down the road hal " the
night. These were from the campground.

We have few enough natural place: left. letr. leave the
campgrounds as they are, 7heri we can all enjoy whats
left of the naturalness of the a^ea.

Since I was unable to attend the hearing in person thir,
letter speaks for me.

Thank you.

4 l^^^0>^



R. W. Boyd:

This project is not intended to increase the overall use of the area signif-
cantly. We anticipate that use during the week will probably increase. Use
during the weekend should decrease slightly. This will occur because of the
limited number of parking spaces which will be available. When the area is

full, it will be closed to additional campers. It is not anticipated that the
proportion of motorboaters among the users will change.

The chances of damage to property should remain unchanged or be slightly

decreased due to the presence of a caretaker on the area.

Late night vehicle traffic should decrease due to the presence of a caretaker
and additional enforcement efforts. We do agree that the problem won't be entirely
eliminated.
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Sidney B. Poole:

The problem of abuse at the northeast campground will be decreased under this
project. Control and regulation of recreational users will be exercised by the
caretaker through law enforcement personnel.

Several of the comments received suggested closing the northeast area en-

tirely. This action may become necessary. However, we feel that it will be

possible to limit and control the amount of use the area will receive. The plans
for the area have been revised to eliminate the hazard of parking next to the

county road and to provide a more controllable entrance area. If the area con-

tinues to be a problem and the department isn't able to limit use, the option of
closing it entirely will remain open.

Department Regulations limit the stay of any individual in any park to 14

days.

The installation of latrines and a modern comfort station should decrease
sanitation problems.

The department has no authority to enforce regulations except on department
owned or controlled land. The problem of vandalism on private property will un-
doubtedly continue.

You are to be commended for your helpfulness and public spirit. Without in-

dividuals like you helping to keep our environment clean it would really be a mess.

Thank you.



THOMAS C. POWER , . i

P.O. BOX 131 rt-ti

HEL.ENA. MONTANA SSeOI , u •

February 1, 1978

Parks Department
Montana Fish & Game Coimnisslon

Capitol Building
Helena, MT 59601

My Dear Sirs:

This letter is written to you concerning the development
of recreation areas on your recently acquired property on
Placid Lake, Montana.

We have been land owners and part time residents of Placid
Lake for some years and our interests are very deep. We are
very interested in the methods that your Department uses in the
development of the recreation area. At our Placid Lake meeting
in August 1977, we enjoyed the explanation of the development
given to us by your Department, and we are very pleased that
we have the opportunity of knowing your thoughts and plans for
these areas. We feel that the southeast area has great possibilities
because of the area involved and could be made a most attractive and
desirable area for campers.

We do feel that the Northeast area is most inadequate for
recreational use and would go along with the proposal that perhaps
the area should be closed entirely until the southeast area has
been given a trial and more is known to the abilities and workings
of the recreational areas. As you well know, the areas had no
supervision and just how they will work with good supervision is
an unknown quantity. There is no doubt in our minds that the
boat docking facility at the Northeast area should be closed.
And the thought of using it for day time use only docs not sound
very feasible since the amount of supervision would be tremendous,
and who is to say how late in the day day-time use is, and so forth.
In order to get to our cabin on Placid Lake we must drive by the
Northeast area and every time we do go by we can only think of what
a miserable place it is to can?). The road goes immediately by this
area and the dust from the cars makes it most undesirable. At the
present time there are no sanitati) n facilities, and \^y these
people do can?) there is beyond compreherifion.

We are most please'Hhat your Department is taking over these
areas on Placid Lake and assure you that we wish to cooperate with
you. Our desire to have the Northeast area not just a thought of
ours to discourage campers, but we tnily believe the area is just
not large enough to accomodate recreational use.

Thanking you for your interest in Placid Lake,

Sincerely,



Thomas C. Power:

We agree that enforcement of use regulations at the northeast area is going
to be difficult.



6 February I978
Missoula, Montana 598^1

RECEIVED
Montana Fish and Game Department rrn 7 'i-^
Park Dept ^ t « '

'J'

v

Helena, Montana mcmation 4 parks
DIVISION

Gentlemen:

This la in response to your request for comments regarding

the proposed campgrounds on Placid Lake.

It seems to me that the 1.5 acre area on the northeast

shore, near the northern tip of the lake is too small and too

near private cabins to be used except in a very limited way.

Last summer one camper «as there for several qjonths and on week-

ends there were thirty-five to more units - much too crowded.

Wouldnt it be better to fix up the 30 acre site, properly

supervised, maintained and with adequate toilet facilities.

I have had a cabin on the lake for thirty years and spend the

entire summer there so I am interested in the overall well being

of the lake.

Sincerely,

HILDA S KREITZBERG
260 Strand Ave
Missoula, Mont 59801



Hilda S. Kreitzerg:

Use will be regulated and controlled. The 30 - acre site will be improved.



Montana T^o^. ._" Fish & uaine

3309 rrooks
l.i'SJuT-i, i-.T,.t :m 59801

Gentlemen:

liEC£!VED

230$ ^een Street
His .; oul

1
, M nt a na

February b, 1978

During the past ten years my vxife and i have been one day at a tine or weekend
sport fishermen on Placid Lake. We do not own a camper or notorhome. Our "move"
to Placid Lake followed the intense development on Seeley Lake, which completely
changed its character from a quiet fishing lake to a hubub of noisy activity.

Realizing that one cannot forego progress and sharing with others in this day and
age, I would like to bring to your attention the impact of what is being proposed.
The eventual outcome will be another Seeley Lake, but so be it,

I would like to su^^gest some -juidelines wliich nay make a better developm-mt:

IJo campers or trailers sho'jld be allowed to remain in the camp area which are not

being occupied. Presently on Placid 's south end, camp trailers, boats and trailers
are left day after day but used on the weekends only.

Most important i;"; the availability of adequate boat launching facilities. Boats
are now left on the beach at the launch site overnight, making early morning l.--.urich-

ing extremely difficult.

In a limited area, like southeast Placid Lake, we feel t^ia b it isn't necessary for

camosrs and motorhomes to be right on the shoreline or closely adjacent thereto.

I would suggest that you re-route the road at the south end of the lake to go south

of the "frog pond" and connect to the bridge. Fill the "frog pond" for a boat trailer
parkin; area, and remove the main west lake shore road from within the camping area.

The moving of the main road for safety reasons is absolutely nncessary. The -enclosed

diagram nay better illustrate the suggestion herein described.

Thanks fo" listening.

Yours very truly,

^^ John T. V/ood
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John T. Wood:

Our regulations limit occupancy to 14 days during any 30^ - day period. Our

regulations also prohibit leaving a camp unattended for more than 48 hours.

The caretaker will control and keep the launch area clear for use by others.

If 1 understand your last paragraph correctly, your suggestion is essen-

tially what our design does without filling in the pond.



Department of Chemistry

University of niontana

rriissoula, niontana 59812
February 8, 1978

Tom Greenwood
Department of Fish
Missoula, Montana

Dear Tom:

(.-it-QSiVT^J

and Game

f.ecpr N «

area
This is in regards
on Placid Lake.

to the proposed campground and day use

After reading the E.I.S. and attending the public meeting
at the Montana Power Building we feel that the campground is of
sound design and will most likely have little, if any, impact
on the water quality of Placid Lake. In fact, it might well
help the lake by reducing the camping load and moving it away
from the lake shore.

In regards to the day use area at the
we do see an enforcement problem until the
with the new use of that area. We suggest
be closed to all use for the coming season

north end of the lake
public is acquainted
that the area, perhaps.

The reasoning
being that since actual construction is now set for summer '78

the area would have one season to recover from vegetation and
erosion damage. This would also allow enforcement of the no
camping rule this summer to get the public used to the new use
of the area.

One thing that we are unhappy about is that after talking
extensively on the phone with Tom Baskett and in your office,
as well as providing him with copies of our annual reports on
the water quality, plant inventory, and algae types of Placid
Lake, he did not see fit to include us in the list of contacts
and contributors or in the reference list.

Sincerely yours.

,!£y^
Richard E .' Juday
Professor Emeritus

c::'

Edward J .^ Kel 1 er
Lecturer

mec

Equal Opportunity in Education and Employment •^i'



University of Montana:

The suggestion contained in the second paragraph is excellent. However, we

are not sure how feasible it is. Without some method of establishing physical

control, it will be extremely difficult to enforce. Plans and budgets for the

coming year contain only enough money, for caretaker services and enforcement, to

maintain the status quo.

We apologize for leaving your names off the list of contributors, It was

inadvertent. Please see the Errata Sheet.



«ECEiVEo

fi - - — .

Missoula , Mont?ina
January 31st. 197^

Montana Dept, of Fish & Game
Parks Division
State Capitol
Helena, Montana

Dear Sirs:

I wish to comment on the proposed Placid Lake
State Recreation Area, as outlined in your Draft Envir-
onmental & Development Plan, I was unable to attend the
Missoula meeting on January 26th, inviting discussion
of the Plan.

Our family built a cabin on Pacid Lake in 1952.
It is situated on deeded land on the northwest side of
the lake. We are nearly due west, across the bay, from
the small^ proposed "Day Use Area."

I served as president of the Placid Lake Cabin
Owners Club for a number of years in the 60's, and have
spent much time on the lake. This is esoecially true
since 1963, when I retired from active business.

My comments relate to both tracts you propose
to develop for public usage. In general 1 approve of your
plans for the larger southwestern area. So far as I know,
none of our cabin owners have ever objected to good public
access. Properly supervised facilities for public use
have been badly needed. Our lake group tried for many
years to persuade Champion to turn over potential public
camping areas on Placid to the Fish & Game Deot. Past
public use of Champion shoreline lands constituted a very
real threat to the area; through campfire hazards, gar-
bage accumulations, unsanitary practices.

Our primary concern of your overall proposal,
relates to the Size and People Capacity of the completed
development. Placid is a rather fragile body of water. It
can be completely ruined for everyone by extreme over use.
The flow from Placid Creek across the southern end of the
lake is small. It does not circulate through the main
body, or the northwestern arm of the lake. Fresh flowing
v/ater is minimal for most of the year, certainly much less
than through Seeley and other Clearwater lakes. So; some
reasonable caution should be exercised in developing rec-
reation grounds at Placid. I am convinced that too many
people can destroy this somewhat marginal mountain lake.

My chief concern is the small acre and a half



tract at the northeast end of the lake. This is pro-
posed "For Day Use Only." Herein lies our and your,
chief problem] The narrow strip between the county
road and the lake is very small for extensive nublic use.
We lake people know this from sad experience! I per-
sonally made and posted "No Shooting" signs twice for
this small camp ground. Bullets from over-zealous target
shooters have whizzed across the bay toward our cabins.
On a number of occasions, we have called in county
deputies from Seeley to resolve disputes, ifuiet late night
revelry and to keep the county road open for throu^
traffic,

I am quite certain that you cannot open this
tract "For Day Use Only" without daily suoervision
during prime recreation periods. You will have to build
very sturdy barriers to keep boats out. People have
launched here for years. Rather massive impediments will
be reuired to stop them.

If you provide potable water and toilet facilities,
this small area will be over-run with pickup campers.
Car-top boatd and canoes WILL be launched here— over the
barriers. You people will vastly multiply your super-
vision problems if you develop this "Day Use" area,

I definitely propose that you do not develop
this small "Day Use" tract now, Picknickers are rather
minimal at Placid, Nearly all persons coming to Placid
have boats and desire to use them. At any rate, picnick*-
ers can readily be accomodated at the larger camp ground,
Barracade off and sign the northern, proposed "Day Use"
ground for the beginning^ at least. There are established
cabins adjoining this tract—none really close to the
larger area.

We Placid Lakers all wish you good luck and
success in your efforts. We will assist you in any way
possible to develop compatible public camp areas.

Verj'- truly yours,

L

f^

'^"' JimC'cxLane.

<^UtouL. J\\ontana 59S01



A. L. Ainsworth:

We appreciate your efforts and the influence you undoubtedly had with
Champion in turning the Placid Tracts over to the department.

We do not anticipate significant increase in total public use of the areas.
As mentioned earlier, the use during the week is expected to increase while the
weekend use is expected to decrease. Water quality will be monitored.

We agree that daily supervision of both areas will be required. Present
plans call for extra strong barriers at the northeast area.

No potable water will be provided at the northeast area. We agree that our
supervision and enforcement problems will be significant.

Please refer to previous comments concerning closing the northeast area
entirely.



RECEIVED

GEORGE D. HOLLECKER 6 UiJ

1112 19th Ave.. S. .V. """'KoV^*"*^

Great Falls, Montana 59UoU

February 5, 1978

Montana Fish & Game Dept., Park Division
Helena, Montana 59601

Gent lemen:

It is my understanding that a hearing was held in Missoula last
January tc discuss Placid Lake relative to the north east end
south camp grounds areas, under proposed development by your
department. Since we have a summer home directly across from
the north east boat entry and camp grounds, I shoulc like to
express my thoughts on these proposed developments.

The 30 acre south camp ground and boat entry proposal could
well be developed into a very satisfactory public use area,
with enough public facility to handle as many people for boating
and camping as this lake can be expected to accomodate.

At least, until experience with the south grounds development has
been obtained, I feel the north east grounds should be closed to
all activity. There has been in the past, many problems arising
from the heavy traffic of use in this location, most of which you
are probably aware as I have been, living directly across from it.

It also appears to me that enforcement of any regulations for useage
here, will be most difficult to enforce. In addition, I have
witnessed many near misses of boats and water ski activity in this
narrow part of the lake and it appears to me only a matter of time
until possibly a bad or fatal accident will result from the boating
activity in this narrow section of the lake.

I sincerely hope my sentiments expressed herein on your excellent
proposed project will be of value to you in arriving at the best
possible development plan for Placid Lake.

Sincerely yours.

/^^^^9-p o/tt^'*-^^^-''^



George D. Hollecker:

Please see previous conunents.



Thomas L. Judga, Governor

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES A CONSERVATION
MKMBERB OF THE BOARD ' CMAinMAN CECIL WEEDING. OR WILSON F CLARK.
VIOLA MERAK, \A/ILLlAM BERTSCME, DAVID G DRUM. ROY MUFFfVtAN. CHARLES MASH/

John C. Orlh, Olreclor
DNRC

February 7, 1978

HECEiVED
Mr. Ron Holliday
Administrator, Parks Division P(-p o ;-,—

,

Department of Fish and Game

Helena, MT 59601 rechfaton « r«PKs
•••ti'*

Dear Mr. Holliday:

Ed Miller and his staff in the Technical Services Bureau of our Water
Resources Division have reviewed the draft environmental impact statement
for the Placid Lake Recreation Area. The prime problem we have focused on in

the draft EIS is that of the manner of sewage disposal and its effect in pro-

viding nutrients for Placid Lake. We offer the following comments.

1. On page 7 under h. and k., sewer systems and latrines are

described. The sewer system will drain its septic tank effluent into

a lift station which will then be pumped to a drainfield. The drain-

field will be located in the flat area between the two camp loops.

The problem with this is described on page 9, under item 2, Soils.
After a discussion with Ken Chrest, our Soils Scientist, it becomes

yery obvious that there may be problems with the drainfield as

designed. The Holloway, Winkler and Winkler-Sharrott Soil Associa-
tions have slope problems and angular gravel problems which can

create rapid runoff of nutrients into the lake. This must be avoided.

2. On page 10, item 6. Vegetation, the algae which were
identified as Anabaena flos-aquae and Alphanizomenon flos-aquae are

blue-green algae. These algae can cause, and have caused, toxic
blooms and have caused serious problems in lakes throughout the
country. The most recent local illustration of this problem was
in Hebgen Lake last summer.

The presence of blue-green algae as the most readily iden-

tified algae, indicates that these organisms are receiving nutrients
from the lake presently. They are not normally a dominant part of

the microflora in an oligotrophic lake. Even though this is a flow-
through lake emptying through Owl Creek, green algae should be the
predominant forms observed by the limnologists and phycologists.
The work of Dr. Andrew Sheldon, Dr. Mark Oswood and Mr. James A.

Gore should be continued. One person in their group should pay
particular attention to the changes in algal species composition,
and to the increase in populations of the water lentil or duckweed
[Lerma minor) and Canadian water weed {Elodea canadensis) . The
Potamogeton should be able to utilize the excess nutrients which
may be supplied through the river- lake system.

3e SOUTH E\A/IIMa, HEUEIMA, MONTANA BBBOI C4aS) 448-3718



Page 2

Mr. Ron Ho Hi day

February 7, 1978

If the beds of the Potcanogeton and Canadian waterweed in-

crease, and if the duckweed populations increase in large numbers,

it can be assumed that a source of nutrients is coming into the lake.

If the septic effluents are able to regain entry into the

lake due to inadequacies in the soil structure (i.e., insufficient

fines for absorption), these nutrients will preferentially benefit

the blue-green algae. This may produce algal blooms which can pro-

hibit body-contact sports within the lakes. The high proportion of

angular gravels and large boulders within these soil associations

indicates the potential for rapid movement of the nutrients from

the septic field into the lake again. An overdesign for the capacity

of the drainfield is indicated. If the drainfield does have to move

the effluents rapidly due to the soil structure, it would be advan-

tageous for those nutrients to be directed through any bog areas that

are on the lake. The bog flora then would have the opportunity to

assimilate any of the nutrients present prior to the opportunity

for blue-green algae to utilize the same nutrients.

If you have any questions or will require amplification of these state-

ments, please notify Ed Miller or myself. The Department appreciates the

opportunity to comment on this draft environmental statement.

Sincerely,

WAYNE WETZEL
ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR

WW/ddl



Department of Natural Resources:

We were aware of the soil restrictions for the types listed. We used

the SCS soil maps for our determinations. Apparently the soil in the

drainfield area is not true or typical of the listed soil type as percolation
tests have revealed a rate of 1 inch per 35 minutes. The area selected for

the drainfield has a slope of 2 percent. The field itself will be installed

level.

We are aware of the possible algae problem. It will be monitored. Al-

though they are probably aware of the problem, a copy of your letter will

be forwarded to the Department of Zoology.

The present design for the drainfield includes three separate banks

which may be operated either individually or together. Their total length

is 1800 feet. A maximum design load of .85 gallons per square foot per day

has been used. This design should be far in excess of what will actually

be required.

While we are aware of the potential for nutrients entering the lake

from our site we feel that the design will be adequate. Everyone is, or

should be, aware that the campgroimd is not the only source of possible nutrient

entry.
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GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59-403

February 7, 19 7 8

Park Division
Fish & Game Department
State Capitol Building
Helena, Montana 59601

Gentlemen:

Re: Campground Development - Placid Lake
Missoula County, Montana

As a property owner on Placid Lake, we are familiar with the various
proposals and alternatives being considered relating to the development
and improvement of campground facilities on the lake. We understand
that the Placid Lake Association which represents approximately 80

property owners on Placid Lake has gone on record in opposition to
developing the small one-plus acre site into anything more than
a boat launching facility and also has gone on record in support
of improving the 30 acre site near the bridge as a all-round
camping facility.

It has been our experience over the past 12 or more years that the
one acre site does not lend itself at all to a camping facility.
Its close proximity to private residences produces the usual private
versus public kinds of conflicts, i.e. trespass, high traffic count
(boats and vehicles), noise, litter and general congestion and
confusion. During periods of heavy use during summer weekends,
campers, vehicles, boats and boat trailers are jammed into the area
overflowing onto the county roadway creating a highly hazardous,
congested and undesirable situation to all concerned. At numerous
times, when the more suitable and larger camping area near the bridge
is nearly vacant, the one acre site is literally swarming with
campers and related periphenalia. There are times when boaters are
unable to launch their boats until campers relocate their equipment.
The high density of people in this small area likewise creates a

higher than normal use by boats of the small bay where this site is

located.

It appears to be an opportune time to designate and improve the one
acre parcel as a boat launching facility only and to improve the
large 30 acre site as an overnight camping facility with space and
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accommodations for all interested in making use of the same. The

use of the one acre parcel for anything other than a boat launching

facility cannot be adequately controlled and is not the best use

of the property for all concerned considering the interests of all

parties in this matter.

We appreciate your consideration in this matter.

Very truly

WEL:lcb



Wayne E. Linnell:

The northeast one-acre site is not intended to be used for camping. As point-

ed out earlier this will be difficult to enforce; however, we will do our best.

We do not feel the northeast area would be an ideal boat launching site. It

is too small to allow adequate turning space, there is no room to park boat trail-

ers, and the majority of people prefer to camp in proximity to their boats- The

southern area meets all of these criteria and is, therefore, the logical location

for boat launching.



i .£CEiVED

FtB 7 1 :7a

1 . ( r AKi\i

Vr . 'Ron Hollidgv, Ar)mlni?;tr;:5tor
Park divisions
T^epqrtment of Fish and Game
Helena, Tontana

Re: Ervirormental Impact,
Statement - Placid Take

pp^r i^'r . Holliday:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment ard supf^esfc
in connection with the Draft of the Environmental Impnct
"statement for the Placid Lake Recreation Area.

pum.rrer cabin on lot "G" of
north east b-^y of the lake.

My wife and I own a
Reavertail Villa Fiites on the
so that we have a vital intere.^t in the lake and its surrcnnd-
ing:s as well as in all of the "outdoors." T am ^orrv we
were not able to attend your Fisroula hear-inp- ir connection
with the public campp:round pronosals for the lake, but I ' rr

sure that Ty Robinson, who renresented our Placid I -^k «= As<=oc-
iation, ably presented our views.

n-I do want to emnhasize certain noint'^ for con
eration, however. T was bom and raised in Helena, and
from the time I was old enoup:h to be taken, mv family
fished and picnicked in Western Montana. I know what it
was like fifty years and more ap-o, and like manv other=^
yearn for the '^ood old days" but fully realize that they
are p'on e forever.

For many years before we owned lake orooerty my
family an d I were members of the "nublic" and had to depend
on nublic facilities or the cooperation of land owners to
en.joy outdoor recreation, so I know and symnathize fully
with those viho must depend on nublic facilities. ¥y
sympathy, however, extends only to those who annreciate
and care for public and private property,

I believe we have already reached a population
p-rowth and resultinp; outdoor recreation pressure when
stronger limitations, in the form of enforcable ref^ulation s,

of us. ''fe all would like to'think
(Grandchildren will be able to annrnc-
what we now have left in the outdoors,
of my feelinp:s in thep-e matters, I

that as an owner of I50 feet of lake
that T have the ripht to deface or

must be placed on al 1

that our children and
iate, to some dep;ree,
To show the intensity
must say most sincerely
frontap-e, I do not feel
dee;rade my property in any way that would detract from the
shore line beauty of Placid Lake, and I have not done so.



'Ve ^irpt, ?^t-nrtpr) r.rmirr t,o Placid' Tike a" d,Tv 'j«-pr«^

mgnv years gp'o, grd prior to M/orlH '^Jp^r II. NeeH]e?5p to '-nv,

it was then nuite a contrast to itr; r-resert ropditior. T -irr

not a scientist, but T have avidlv read and list'^ned to
knowledp;eable nersons and have Pormed what I hone are reason-
ably accurate opinions. T believe one of the prime ^actOT^P
makinff Placid Lake even more frap^ile than many other lakes
is the reduction of the water sunnlv under the unfortunate
BIA ap"reement , which diverts much of Placid Creek water
down the .Jocko drainage. Under the best of conditions the
PTA ap!:reement drastically cuts down the arrount of fresh
water entering the lake. Ra^ed on ve-rs of observation,
and trvinp; to cor^rromise what I'd like with what is practical
T should like to submit the followinfi' recommendations for
consideration.

1. The Projected main campground should have -i

limitation on the number of persons usinr it at anv one
time. It is a ccm.paratively small lake with a very limited
year around avera;?e fresh water supply, and with over SO
cabins on leased or deeded land. Its com.parative nearness .

to Fissoula and easy access also ercourafes an inordinate
amount of power boatincr and p^eneral use by the Public. It
must be assumed also that as p'asoline becom.es more expensive
the recreation areas closest to population centers v.'ill f^et

increased pressure. If you properly limit the number of
main campf^round users, how will you enforce this and other
rules relatinpf to sanitation, etc.? Will carpers, mobile
home owners, and tenters be nerm.itted to use this facility
continuously or will there be a limitation or the uninterrupted
use by anv persons? In other words, can 9 camper stav all
summer?

2. We who have an ov\'nershiri concern as well as an
environmental concern for the cmgll rnrtheT t bay would
strongly recommend that the -erv small area available for
the projected day use camn p-round not be offered at all for
public use until it is known whether the main camn f^round,
now somewhat isolated from cabin owners, will rot be able
to handle all the public use limitation nrescribed. I do
believe, i f it has to be used, vour concent nf "day use only"
is pood, but how do you propose to enforce this rep:ulatior?
The restriction of no boat launchinr is p-ood , and should
help the day use only concent, but affain, hovr do you enfo'^ce
this on a daily basis? "^anitarv facilities, in this verv
restricted area, is another extremely serious ouestion.
There doesn't appear to be room ^or any tyre of drainage
system that would not endano-e*- the bav nnd tho lake. It has
been our experience in the na'^t that this area is inadeouate



in size Tor any nubile use, qn^ h=?s ^per terriblv ahu'^er).

Over- crowd in P-, and the resu2t,incr discord, roire, siritqrv
,Tnd traffic problerrs all sutrmer lorp-, have been distressi nflv
annarert to all of us. As an example, several vears ^r^o the
Anaconda Company p-ave us nermi r-sion to place "No overnirht
camnin»?" sisrns in this area. Thev v/ere immediatelv torn
down and burned. In addition nearby cabin owners have, from
time to time, attempted to clear up the unsneakable filth
left a^ter a typical summer over crowded we'^k erd . It was
not pleasant. I don't believe arv but constant and everv
dav supervision car solve the nroblems involved durir?" the
campinp; or picnicking months. Can, or should the state
supply the necessary daily supervision to such a small area,
which, even with proper use, would accommodate only a few
people?

In closinfT, I realize that this is a 5^omewhat
emotional appeal, but I sincerelv believe that the points
T have made are valid and could apply, in some dep;ree, to
everv one of our outdoor recreation problems in Montana.

My prime concern is not to preserve the lake and

its surroundinH;s in order to Preserve my ecuity, but to
protect and preserve the lake in the best way possible for
everyone. Eouity does not and never has meant that much
to me.

We all appreciate the chance to have g sav in tnis

matter, and I want to assure vou th'^t I understand and recog-
nize the ever increasing problems and Pressures with which
vou have to contend. Do your best to nreserve vihat we h-^ve

left for future generations.

Thanks a/!rain,

Sincerely,

J. F. Hoon
IQ Greenbrier Lane
Missoula, Montana 5^801



J. F. Hoon:

We agree that a site which is as popular and receives as much use as Placid,

must have enforceable regulations. We have had relatively good experience with

our regulations.

Since the area will be closed when it is full, in effect it will have a

limitation on the number of people using it.

The regulations will be primarily enforced by the caretaker. However, the

caretaker has no legal enforcement capabilities. When he encounters any enforce-

ment problems, he will rely on the Fish and Game wardens.

As mentioned earlier, a limit of 14 days stay will be enforced.

The "day-use only" regulation will be difficult to enforce; However, we in-

tend to do our best.

We agree that there is no room to install a drainage system at the northeast

area. Therefore, we will use a sealed fiberglass vault latrine. These units

will be periodically pumped as required.

We realize that vandalism is and will continue to be a problem. We do wish

to take this opportunity to solicit and encourage the residents of the area to

record license numbers or any other pertinent data concerning any witnessed van-

dalism and report it. Please remember that it is actually your pocketbook these

individuals are robbing.

You are to be commended for your efforts to keep the area clean in the past.

I am sure it has been appreciated by virtually everyone.

We agree that supervision will be necessary. Present plans call for a care-

taker to be on site during the heavy use season at least.
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HELLGATE— 1860 — THE BEGINNING OF MISSOULA, MONTANA

7 February 1978

Pprk 'Oivision

T^sh and jame Dept.

Helena, Montana $9601

To Whom it may Concern

:

The proposed recreational development of campground areas

at Placid Lake, in my opinion, should be confined to the

thirty acre olot at the southeast end of the lake. The

smaller, northeast area, consisting of only one and one-half

acres, should be closed to all public use.

I believe this to be the only feasible plan in view of the

increasing lake traffic in the past few years. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Gene Clawson, Jr7

111 Arrowhead Dr.

Missoula, Montana $9'°01



Gene Clawson Jr.

:

See previous comments regarding, northeast area.



United States department of Agriculture
forest service

Seeley Lake Ranger Station
Seeley Lake, Montana 59868

REPLY TO: 2340 February 8, 1978

SUBJECT: Proposed Placid Lake State Recreation Area_

TO: Ron Holliday, Administrator
Parks Division
Montana Department of Fish and Game "^^

Helena, Montana 59601

I have reviewed your Placid Lake State Recreation Area Draft
Environmental Statement and Development Plan. Some comments
concerning that document follow:

Page 2 - The vicinity map showed Montana Highway 209 as a
secondary State route. Highway 209 was recently
designated a State Primary Routey— Reference is

^ made on page 3 (and els^here^ of "Champion's?^^
Placid Donation". Other places of the report refer
to the matching LWCF monies. I think it is unclear
whether or not the land is donated free gratis or
if there is some charge involved.

Page 4 - The Clearwater Drainage map indicates existing camp-
sites on the south end of Lake Alva and Inez. These
campgrounds are in fact located on the north ends of
the respective lakes.

Page 5 - The long range master development plan indicates a
parking area on the boat ramp loop near the courtesy
docks. Although this parking area is convenient to
the courtesy docks I wonder what the visual impact
from the lake will be.

Page 7 - (Paragraph e) The Forest Service installed modern
comfort stations in the Seeley Lake Campground two
years ago. The design of that structure was in-
appropriate for heavy snowload environments. We
would be glad to discuss design features of comfort
stations for this area which we have learned "the
hard way"

.



Page 7 - (Paragraph 1) Refers to both dumpsters and individual
garbage cans. It has been our experience at Forest
Service campgrounds in the Clearwater Valley that
individual garbage cans are unnecessary maintenance
items. Dumpsters placed at strategic locations are
very effective.

Page 11 - Wildlife. We recently had a study completed by a
Dr. Sidney S. Frissell of the University of Montana
concerning "Lakeshore Aquafauna Resource Study".
His final report includes some interesting results
and management recommendations which could easily
be applied to the Placid Lake Development Area.

Page 12 - Population. Our recent user studies indicate that next
to Missoula County, Great Falls users are our most
predominate clientele. Since your proposed development
will be very similar to our developed campgrounds it
could be anticipated that the proportion of the Great
Falls users in the Placid Lake area may increase
significantly, therefore, perhaps Great Falls population
projections may be influential to the study area.

Page 13 - (Paragraph a) It's interesting to note that your general
picture of the shore users does not include Cascade
(Great Falls) County users. Our visitor origin infor-
mation indicates that about one third of our users are
from Great Falls (about k. of the users are from Missoula) .

A disproportionate share of our violations are performed
by the Great Falls clientele. It may well be that that
group is attracted to the more developed type campgrounds.
You may anticipate use of the Placid Lake Campground by
Great Falls users and a corresponding increase of
administrative problems.

Page 15 - (Paragraph d) Although the average summer occupancy of
the Seeley Lake Campgrounds is 50 to 55%, weekend
occupancy of 85 to 90% is commnn and a significant factor
to be reckoned with.

Page 16 - (Paragraph 8) The third subparagraph refers to the
proposed Coalstrip to Hotsprings 500KV Powerlines,
Our latest unofficial information indicates that the
proposed line is more likely to be located in the
Clark-Fork Valley.

Page 17 - (Paragraph 7) Fish. There is a descrepancy between this
paragraph and Paragraph 11 on Page 10. Page 10 states that
all species are self-sustaining except the Rainbow while
Page 17 states that all fish populations are self-sustaining
except Kokanee.



Page 18 - (Paragraph 3) A possible indirect environmental impact of

the proposed development would be its occupation towards

making the general vicinity a more desireable place to live.

Subdivisions and private properties are leaning towards
recreational residences, "fjff proposed development will add

to the future recreational style of year round and part

time residence.

Page 18 - (Paragraph 3b) Although the project will have little

effect on the areas utilities, prejudices against additional
or larger powerlines will be increased.

Page 18 - (Paragraph 4) In addition to your project expectations
listed an added effect on the recreational use of the area
may be a shift of users to other lesser developed lakes

in the area. Additional site deterioration because of

increased usage of displaced Placid Lake users may result.

Page 19 - While imposition of use fees at the site may generate
a short term negative impact users of other Clearwater
Valley charge sites accept fees readily. Periodic
compliance checks of our self-service pay stations indicate
a voluntary compliance rate of 85 to 90%.

Page 19 - (Paragraph 6) Thievery and pilferage in our developed
campgrounds occurs periodically. Greater security will
need to be provided to the Placid Lake area than now
occurs.

Page 22 - A design alternative which should be seriously considered

would be one wMch incorporates winter use. This would

be an excellent jump off place for snowmobilers headed
towards the Spook Lake area. Public access through private

land along the Vaughn Creek Road will soon be gained

by the Forest Service which would provide a very good

snowmobile trail.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Placid Lake DES. When

you get to the point of completing detailed site plans and administrative

programs we would be glad to share some of our experiences with developed

campgrounds in the Clearwater Valley.

^^T)AVID R. WHITMER

-^n/ District Ranger



Forest Service:

Page 2: - See Errata Sheet. Thank you, we were not aware of the change.

Page 3: - We attempted to explain this in the first paragraph on Page 1.

We apologize if it was not as clear as it should have been. The donation was

made at no cost to the state.

Page 4: - See Errata Sheet.

Page 5: - This parking area is screened by brush. The brush will be re-

tained.

Page 7: - Our design for these units will be fairly massive, more for aes-

thetics than snow load. However, it should be adequate. Thank you for the

advice.

Page 11:- We will be requesting a copy of this document from the Forest Service.

Page 12:- We agree that the proportion of visitors from any one area may in-

crease. We don't believe total numbers will increase significantly.

Page 13:- Thank you.

Page 15:- It is for this reason and to provide some means of limiting use that

the site has been designed with lockable gates. In addition, a sign warning that

the campground is full will be installed near the highway and will be maintained
by the caretaker.

Page 17:- See Errata Sheet.

Page 18:- (3) Your analysis is probably correct and it should have been includ-

ed under impacts. It was an oversight.

Page 18:- (3b) We agree to a limited extent. The campground is already there

and should be given almost equal weight whether developed or undeveloped. We

would be extremely disappointed if any future powerlines were visible from the

campground.

Page 18:- (4) This is an extremely good point. We regret that we overlooked it.

Page 19:- We are aware of the ready acceptance of charges by most users. That

is why it was listed as only a short-term impact.

Page 19:- (6) Greater security will be provided by the caretaker. It has been

our experience that undeveloped campsites receive their share of thievery and van-

dalism also.

Page 22:- Winter use was considered under the proposed action Page 7, Item 4.
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STATE OF MONTANA
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL

CAPITOL STATION
Helena, Montana 59601

Terrence D. Carmody, Executive Director

SENATE MEMBERS
Terry Murphy, chairman
Frank Dunkle
Joe R Roberts
George F Roskle

HOL'SE MEMBERS
Verner L Berielsen
Mike Meloy
Dennis G Naihe
Arthur H Shelden

January 27, 1978

Telephone (406) 449 3742
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Richard I) Klinuir
William D spilker

Dr. Robert Wambach
Director
Department of Fish & Game
Helena, Montana

RECEIVED

FEB 1 'i3I3

RECREATION & PARKS
DIVISION

Attention: Mr. Ron HoHi day. Administrator
Parks Division

Dear Dr. Wambach:

This win acknowledge receipt of the draft environmental
impact statement for Placid Lake State Recreation Area.

We appreciate the opportunity to review the above document
and have no comment at this time.

Sincerely,

TERRENCE D. CARMODY
Executive Director

-J

TDC/mb



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MISSOULA COUNTY COURTHOUSE

Missoula, Montana 59801

(406) 543-5234

January 30, 1978 j/:.[^ o

' C'.'trtiK't; « p,;

Richard Mayer, Chief
Design and Construction Bureau
Parks Division
Department of Fish and Game
Helena, MT 59601

SUBJECT: Placid and Salmon Lakes

Dear Mr. Mayer:

In response to your letter of January 12, 1978 concerning the Fish and
Game Department's plans to construct recreation improvements at
Placid and Salmon Lakes, Missoula County presently has not formulated
any regulations to implement the Lakeshore Protection Act. This item
is part of our Fiscal Year 1978 work program.

Nevertheless, we have reviewed the plans for improvements which you
propose, and we do not feel the improvements would create any problems.

Sincerely,

"J '^

Ludvig G. Browman
Chairman



Advisory Council on nLClIlVniD

Historic Preservation .rfo-'dj
1522 K Street N.W. -'A'^ ^^ '

'9'^!

Washington. D.C. 20005
l,:CKEATION a PA--<i

January 25, 1978

Mr. Ron Holllday j^.
Administrator *^t?/i

Parks Division ^ » ^ /g>^
Department of Fish and Game
Helena, Montana 59601 Mjjr

Dear Mr. Holliday:

This is in response to your request of January 6, 1978, for comments

on the draft environmental statement (DES) for the Placid Lake State
Recreation Area, Montana.

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

(16 U.S.C. ^70f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320) the Council is charged with
the responsibility of providing Federal agencies with comments on their

undertakings which affect cultural properties. Until the Council has

been notified by a Federal agency that it has determined an undertaking,
in which it is involved, will affect a property included in or eligible
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places, the Council
is unable to comment

.

The Council on Environmental Quality's guidelines for compliance with the

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 directs Federal agencies to

forward copies of environmental statements prepared for undertakings
which will have an impact on cultural properties to the Council for review
and comment. Therefore, because the Council has no legislative or
administrative authority to comment to state or private agencies on their
undertakings these comments are directed to the Bureau of Outdoor
Recreation, to whom an application is being made for assistance with the
proposed undertaking. It appears that the Parks Division, Montana
Department of Fish and Game DES appears adequate concerning our area
of interest and we have no further comment to make at this time.

S. Wall
Assistant Director, Office of

Review and Compliance, Denver

The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of

October 1 5, 2966 to advise the President and Congress in the field of Historic Preservation.



Degartmentoi Health gnd_Er^ronmental SciencesSTATE OFMONTANA Helena,Montana svto)

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES DIVISION

Board of Health Building
(406) 449-3946

January 23, 1978

"c.
•^C/,f,

'"A'°N

,

'^r,•ts

Ron Holliday, Administrator
Parks Division
Department of Fish and Game
1420 East Sixth Avenue
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Ron:

Members of the Air and Water Quality Bureaus reviewed the
draft environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Placid Lake
State Recreation Area and did not have any comments.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the EIS.

Thomas M. Ellerhoff,
Technical Writer

TMErrac




